Surrender the Self—Bridge the Divide

A Creative Collaborative and Cultural Exchange

Ms. Karle / Mr. Splichal 

Step 1: Your Partners Photographs

Your partner is a student your age, in Mr. Jason Splichal’s English class at South Middle School in Eau Claire, Wisconsin – 2,100 miles away.  Using the disposable camera their assignment was to define their life in 27 photographs. They were allowed 27 pictures of people, places, or things…which describe who they are.

All four of the following “types” of pictures are represented, to some degree, within those 27 photographs. With the exception of #3, your partner took all the photographs themselves.

1.) Photographs that capture the literal such as…

· a picture of the guitar they love to play

· a picture of the tube of lip gloss they are never without

· a picture of the grandmother they got their sense of humor from

· a picture of their favorite place to get away from it all

2.) Photographs that capture the symbolic such as…

· a picture of the sun piercing through the leaves of the tree in your back yard can be a symbol of their hopeful or optimistic side

· a blurry picture of cars speeding past your window can symbolize how so many things in their life are moving too quickly and how difficult it is to keep up or make sense of it all

3.) Photographs that capture all or half of their face to show you their physical traits

4.) Photographs that attempt to capture the things inside you them nobody else can really see or feel in exactly the same way they do such as…

· Confidence

· Worry

· Dreams

· Desire

· Fear

· Values / Morals

· Culture

· Religion / Spirituality

Together, all 27 of the photographs should—directly and indirectly—tell the story of their life…how they came to be who they are…inside and out.  It is your job to read their story by looking at their series of 27 photographs…labeled only with their name…attempting to interpret who they are inside…attempting to understand their culture and why they are the way they are. 

Step 2: Interpreting and Representing Your Partner in a Clay Mask

You have heard the saying “A picture says 1,000 words.”  You have just received 27 photographs taken by a student in Wisconsin . . . that’s worth 27,000 words, or about 54 pages of writing!  They have told you about themselves and their life by taking pictures of themselves literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally.  It is your challenge to interpret and represent who they are in one work of art – a clay mask.

The Process:

1. “Read” the photographs by answering questions and looking at them as a detective.

2. Organize them into 4 piles: literal, symbolic, physical traits, and representational qualities.

3. Choose 1 photograph from each pile that you think is most essential to tell their story.  Together, these FOUR photographs should be the most important ones in representing who they are.
4. Look at other masks on line to get ideas of how line, color, texture, shape, form, value, and space are used by other artists to communicate about themselves. 

5. Make 3 sketches that include ways to represent your partner.  There must be something from each of your four chosen photographs: literal, symbolic, physical, and inner representation.  The mask does NOT have to have normal features of a human . . . it is whatever interpretation you make of their photographs.  

6. Create your mask out of clay that tells the story of your partner from Wisconsin.

The Product:

· You must include something from each of your four chosen photographs: literal, symbolic, physical, and inner representation.  

· The mask does NOT have to have normal features of a human . . . it is whatever interpretation you make of their photographs.  
· You may use the clay to build forms and textures, but you may also use the paint color or other decoration (feathers, beads, sequins, pipe cleaners, etc) to communicate about your partner after they have been fired.  Think about all elements of art to communicate their story: line, color, texture, shape, form, value, and space.

Step 3: Writing about your inspiration and yourself

Part 1: Your Interpretation

Looking at the photographs you chose for each category, answer the questions.

Directions:

For each photograph, answer the following questions.

· What was the photograph of?  Describe it in detail.  

· What caught your attention?  What inspired you?  Why?

· How did you include that, or represent that, on your clay mask?

· Why was that important?

The product:

· You should have 4 paragraphs - one for each photograph.

· Complete sentences

· Proper punctuation and grammar . . . your partners are native English speakers

Part 2: About You

Your partner gave you 27 personal photographs.  If a picture says 1,000 words, they gave you 27,000 words, or about 54 typed pages of writing.  Photographs are very personal and they trusted you . . . they let you look at their life and who they are.  In pictures they described who they were literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally.  It is your turn to trust them, give back, and share about yourself!

Directions:

Write about yourself.  Think about what they told you . . . literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally . . . and give that information back to them.  If you were to receive this writing, what would you want to know about the other person?  

The product:

· You should write in letter format.  It should start: “Dear Mr.Splichal,”

· Complete sentences

· Proper punctuation and grammar

· In total, your writing should be about 1 page single spaced

Step 4: Your Partners Response in Written Art

After receiving photographs of the masks and personal writing from you, South Middle School students will be challenged, as writers, to engage with that visual art and provide written responses that endow each of the masks and ceramic works with a different creative context--art begetting art--students, as cross-cultural creators, in dialogue with their ever-evolving creations.

You will receive their writing back.  Your mask and their writing will be hung in an instillation for all of Colegio Interamericano and South Middle School to learn from.

